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A NEW STRATEGIC AGENDA 2019 - 2024

In recent years, the world has become increasingly unsettled, complex and subject to
rapid change. That creates both opportunities and challenges. Over the next five years,
the EU can and will strengthen its role in this changing environment. Together, we will
be determined and focused, building on our values and the strengths of our model. This
is the only effective way to shape the future world, promote the interests of our citizens,
businesses and societies, and safeguard our way of life.

This Strategic Agenda provides an overall framework and direction for that response. It
is intended to guide the work of the Institutions in the next five years. It focuses on four
main priorities:

m protecting citizens and freedoms. Europe must be a place where people feel free and
safe. The EU must defend the fundamental rights and freedoms of its citizens and protect
them against existing and emerging threats.

m developing a strong and vibrant economic base. Europe's competitiveness, prosperity,
jobs and role on the global stage all depend on a strong economic base.

m building a climate-neutral, green, fair and social Europe. Europe needs to step up its
action to manage climate change, which is an 'existential threat'. It also needs to embrace
technological evolution and globalisation while making sure that no-one is left behind.

m promoting European interests and values on the global stage. In a world of increasing
uncertainty, complexity and change, the EU needs to pursue a strategic course of action
and increase its capacity to act autonomously to safeguard its interests, uphold its values
and way of life, and help shape the global future.

DELIVERING ON OUR PRIORITIES

The EU must address internal and external challenges in an integrated manner. For
external action to be effective, we need a strong internal economic base.

Our Institutions must focus on what really matters. In line with the principles of
subsidiarity and proportionality, the EU must be big on big and small on small. It must
leave economic and social actors the space to breathe, to create and to innovate. It will
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be important to engage with citizens, civil society and social partners, as well as with
regional and local actors.

Our Institutions will work in accordance with the spirit and the letter of the Treaties. They
will respect the principles of democracy, rule of law, transparency and equality between
citizens and between Member States. Good governance also depends on the rigorous
implementation and enforcement of agreed policies and rules, which must be closely
monitored.

Each institution should revisit its working methods and reflect on the best way to fulfil its
role under the Treaties.

The EU must give itself the means to match its ambitions, attain its objectives and carry
through its policies.

Institutions and Member States must work side by side and use their considerable
resources in a joint endeavour. The talents of regional and local actors should be
harnessed for the benefit of the overall effort.

This Strategic Agenda is the first step in a process that will be taken forward by the
Institutions and the Member States. The European Council will follow the implementation
of these priorities closely and will define further general political directions and priorities
as necessary.
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